
MESSAGENOTES
YOU SHALL NOT STEAL

1 TIMOTHY 1:15 (ESV) 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.

EXODUS 20:14 (ESV) 
“You shall not steal.”

WE CAN BETTER UNDERSTAND THE 
EIGHTH COMMANDMENT BY PROGRESSING THROUGH 

THREE MENTALITIES OF OWNERSHIP:

MENTALITY #1: THIEF —STEAL TO OWN
EPHESIANS 4:28 (ESV)  
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own 
hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.
GENESIS 2:16-17 (ESV)  
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
GENESIS 3:6  (ESV)  
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.
GENESIS 3:17 (ESV)  
And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ’You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the 
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;”
ROMANS 13:8-10 (ESV)  
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

MENTALITY #2: WORKER—EARN TO OWN  
ACTS 20:33-34 (ESV) 
I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me.
1 TIMOTHY 5:8 (ESV) 
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his 
household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
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MENTALITY #3: STEWARD—BLESSED TO OWN 
GENESIS 1:27-28 (ESV) 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
GENESIS 12:1-3  (ESV) 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.”
MATTHEW 26:26-29  (ESV) 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will 
not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.”
PHILIPPIANS 3:7-8  (ESV) 
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ.
JOHN 10:10-11  (ESV) 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep.”
JOHN 10:27-30  (ESV) 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of 
the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
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