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I CAN SEE THE IDEAL FOR MARRIAGE 
IN THE WAYS CHRIST MODELS RELATIONSHIP:

JOHN 5:19―20a (ESV)
19So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his 
own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father 
does, that the Son does likewise. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all 
that he himself is doing. ...”

Way #1: Jesus models WILLING SUBMISSION to the Father.
EPHESIANS 5:15―24 (ESV)
15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the best 
use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your 
heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the 
head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself 
its Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 
everything to their husbands.

When we follow Jesus in willing submission to the Father, it IMPACTS:
 A: Our ACTIONS, TIME, and DECISION MAKING. v.15―17
 B: What CONTROLS and CHARACTERIZES our lives. v.18―20 
 C: How we INTERACT with other BELIEVERS. v.21
 D: A wife JOYFULLY SUBMITTING to her own husband. v.22―23 
 E: The church JOYFULLY SUBMITTING to Christ. v.24

Way #2: Jesus models SACRIFICIAL ACTION to the Church.
EPHESIANS 5:25―32 ESV
25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with 
the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 
28In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30because we are members of 
his body. 31Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32This mystery is profound, and I am 
saying that it refers to Christ and the church.

When we follow Jesus’ example of sacrificial action to the Church it 
IMPACTS: 
 A: A husband JOYFULLY SACRIFICING for the benefit of his own wife.   
     v.25―27
 B: The EXPERIENCE of UNITY in a marriage. v.28
 C: A husband NOURISHING and CHERISHING his own wife. v.29―30 
 D: The FORMATION of FAMILY, both physically and spiritually.    
      v.31―32

Way #3: Jesus models LOVE and RESPECT for Marriage.
EPHESIANS 5:33 (ESV)
However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that 
she respects her husband.
 A: A wife needs to receive LOVE (sacrificial action) from her own   
     husband.
 B: A husband needs to receive RESPECT (willing submission) from   
     his own wife.
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