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3 COMMON STAGES OF MARRIAGE

Stage one is the…“Everything is fantastic” stage!
(There’s great joy in your marriage.)

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:2–10 (NLT)
Like a lily among thistles is my darling among young women. ³Like the finest 
apple tree in the orchard is my lover among other young men. I sit in his delightful 
shade and taste his delicious fruit. ⁴He escorts me to the banquet hall; it’s 
obvious how much he loves me. ⁵Strengthen me with raisin cakes, refresh me 
with apples, for I am weak with love. ⁶His left arm is under my head, and his right 
arm embraces me. ⁷Promise me, O women of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and 
wild deer, not to awaken love until the time is right. ⁸Ah, I hear my lover coming! 
He is leaping over the mountains, bounding over the hills. ⁹My lover is like a swift 
gazelle or a young stag.  Look, there he is behind the wall, looking through the 
window, peering into the room. 10My lover said to me, “Rise up, my darling! Come 
away with me, my fair one!

SONG OF SOLOMON 4:1–7 (NLT)
You are beautiful, my darling, beautiful beyond words. Your eyes are like doves
behind your veil. Your hair falls in waves, like a flock of goats winding down the 
slopes of Gilead. ²Your teeth are as white as sheep, recently shorn and freshly 
washed. Your smile is flawless, each tooth matched with its twin. ³Your lips are 
like scarlet ribbon; your mouth is inviting. Your cheeks are like rosy pomegranates 
behind your veil. ⁴Your neck is as beautiful as the tower of David, jeweled with 
the shields of a thousand heroes. ⁵Your breasts are like two fawns, twin fawns of 
a gazelle grazing among the lilies. ⁶ Before the dawn breezes blow and the night 
shadows flee, I will hurry to the mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincense.  
⁷You are altogether beautiful, my darling, beautiful in every way.

Stage two is the…“I didn’t sign up for this” stage!
(The joy is gone.)

PROVERBS 27:15―16 (GN)
A nagging wife is like water going drip-drip-drip on a rainy day. How can you keep 
her quiet?

Stage three is the…“Mature love” stage!
(Deep joy stage.)

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4―8A (NIV)
Love is patient love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.   
5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8Love never fails...

How to keep the joy in your marriage:

#1 Joy comes when you focus on giving rather than receiving!
ACTS 20:35 (GN)
There is more happiness in giving than in receiving.
PSALM 16:11B (NAS)
In Your presence is fullness of joy…
#2 Joy comes when you focus on forgiveness rather than revenge!
COLOSSIANS 3:12―13 (NLT)
Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves 
with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  
13Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.”

#3 Joy comes when you focus on God’s power rather your problems!
EPHESIANS 3:20 (NLT)
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to 
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.
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