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MAT THE W 5:10

THE PERSECUTED

BLESSED ARE THOSE

WHO HAVE BEEN

PERSECUTED

FOR THE SAKE

OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,

FOR THEIRS IS THE

Kingdom of Heaven



Matthew 5:10
“Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the  

sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

S E R M O N  N OT ES



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



 

1. Read Matthew 5:1-10, 43-48; Mark 4:26-34; John 16:33;  
1 Peter 3:14-17; 4:12-19.

2. How does the Bible describe the “kingdom of heaven”  
and why should we make it our aim in life?

3. Why and how is it a “blessing” to be persecuted for  
righteousness’ sake?

4. How ought we respond when we suffer because of our  
relationship with Christ?

5. What has been your experience in following Christ? Has  
there been a time in your life when you experienced  
persecution because of Christ? Talk about it. 

6. What has helped Christians around the world stand strong  
in the midst of persecution? 

DIS C U S SIO N  Q UEST IO N S



J O UR N A L



Contributed by Michael W.J. Kopulos, M.Div.

SHARING IN CHRIST’S SUFFERING
 In the tradition of poetic form, this verse closes the song in 
the same way it began, the inheritance: “for theirs is the Kingdom 
of Heaven.” Although membership in God’s Kingdom guarantees 
innumerable blessings, for a time here on earth, true Kingdom 
living also results in persecution.
 The prize comes with a promise: “And you will be hated by all 
because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end 
who will be saved” (Matthew 10:22). Here, in the balance, lies the 
paradox of the Christian life: hard living, hatred, and harm without 
just cause against the backdrop of blessing, joy, and peace 
beyond comprehension and sensical utterance.
 While believers want to focus on the positive to aid in 
enduring the negative, Paul upholds an altogether foolish pursuit. 
He desires to—
 “know Him and the power of His resurrection and the  
 fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death” 
 (Philippians 3:10 NASB).
 The power of His resurrection does not come without sharing 
in His suffering, nor does the suffering come without the power of 
the resurrection.
 The passive verb, “being conformed” denotes the source of 
resurrection power as in Christ, not us. Therefore, we rest assured 
of His power at work within us to endure hardship and suffering to 
the end. 
 We share in all things Christ: His ministry, His suffering, and 
His resurrection. Suffering for the sake of Christ results from 
participating in the work of Christ. Looking to the prize, we, 
therefore, live on mission.

NEXT STEP—Pray: “Christ, conform me to Your death and, too, 
the victory of Your resurrection. Strengthen me to follow Paul in 
the Gospel work, even at the expense of my own comfort.”

DIG GIN G  D E E P E R



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Pastor Lonnie Skiles

It Will Be Worth It!
Hebrews 11:32-40  /  Revelation 7:13

 In the winter of 320 AD, the Emperor Licinius, ordered all 
Roman soldiers to renounce Christianity and to offer a sacrifice 
to the Roman gods. His edict reached the Thundering Legion at 
Sabaste. Forty Christians in the legion withstood threats, beatings, 
and torture and still refused to obey the edict, choosing instead to 
obey a higher authority (Exodus 20:2-3).
 In retaliation, the legion marched the men to a frozen lake 
where they were ordered to remove their armor and clothing 
and stand naked, as a form of torture to death. The legion lit a 
large fire on the shore with a warm bath and food to tempt the 
Christians to renounce their Christian faith, and save their lives. 
The commander told them, “You may come ashore when you are 
ready to deny your faith.” The men began to pray,
 “O Lord, 40 wrestlers have come forth to fight for Thee. 
 Grant that 40 wrestlers may gain the victory!”
 The mother of the youngest legionnaire enticed her son to 
abandon the others, leaving only 39 on the lake. However, on 
the ice, the remaining Christian legionaries continued to cry out, 
“O Lord, 40 wrestlers have come forth to fight for thee. Grant 
that 40 wrestlers may gain the victory!” In response, Centurion 
Sempronius who had been on the shore at the warm house, 
confessed Jesus as Christ, removed his armor, weapons, and 
clothing, and joined the 39 remaining Christians on the lake. 
 Jesus never fails in any of His promises. He knows when we 
are being tested and tried for His Kingdom’s sake, and we will find 
it will be well worth it all when we see Him!

NEXT STEP—Pray: “Father in heaven, help me to keep my eyes 
upon You, trusting in You, leaning upon You in the day of testing! 
May my life be a pleasing sacrifice for Thee! Amen.”

DAY  41  —  P E RS EC U T E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Deby Turnrose

Take Heart
John 16:33

 The children lined up in rows in front of their school before the 
day’s morning classes began. The teachers then instructed the 
students to recite in unison, “There is no God. There is no God. 
There is no God.” – Hungarian pastor telling of his experiences 
living through the Cold War in Hungary.
 Hungary was my temporary home while I served one summer 
on an evangelistic missions team in Budapest, Hungary. Hungary, 
at that time, was recovering from being under the Communist 
regime of the Soviet Union. Atheism was their enforced religion. 
Openly sharing your faith in Jesus Christ came with the fear of 
imprisonment. The Berlin Wall fell in 1989, the symbolic end to the 
Cold War. Our team arrived within those first few years.
 This Hungarian pastor knew hardships and persecution. He 
told us stories of the courageous Hungarian Christian families 
hiding Jewish refugees during WWII. He also told us of his hopes 
of the future that the nervous Hungarian Christians would come 
out, attend church and worship openly once again.
 While he knew the realities of persecution, I never sensed he 
fell prey to bitterness or hopelessness. I imagine he drew close to 
Jesus’ promise that “…in this world, you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). The Lord is bigger 
than Communism. This Hungarian pastor’s faith and his hope in 
the future modeled that for me. Something I’ve never forgotten.

NEXT STEP—Pray:  “Lord, give us the courage to stand 
courageously in the places you carve out for us. Persecution  
may come in large and small doses. May we remember your 
promises as we follow You.”

DAY  42  —  P E RS EC U T E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Garrett Cook

Can Loss Become Gain?
Matthew 10:39

 Would you rather inherit a beautifully, spotless, clean treasure 
chest or inherit a beat-up, scratched, dirty treasure chest? The 
gut-reaction is to take the spotless chest, right? But what if the 
outside of the treasure chest tells another story? What if the 
beat-up chest shows its use and gives us insight into how many 
priceless treasures are stored inside of it?
 When we take a look at the life of Christ, we begin to realize 
that many of the things we thought were fact, may actually be the 
contrary. For example, Jesus said that “whoever loses his life for 
My sake will find it”, while “he who has found his life will lose it” 
(Matthew 10:39). What? How does this work? How does loss lead 
to gain? 
 We must realize that Jesus, the embodiment of truth, said 
many things contrary to common thinking including finding joy in 
loss and persecution. Those in the kingdom of God receive loss 
and persecution with the understanding that it is a necessary 
testing that shapes us more into the image of Christ. It is the 
letting go of our attachment to this world that grows us in our  
love for our Savior who went through much loss and pain so we 
can know Him. In other words, loss and pain become strength  
and gain. 
 Don’t be deceived by the outside beauty of the treasure 
chest. The inside of the beat-up treasure chest may be full of 
riches and priceless treasures that only come through a lifetime of 
opening up and allowing God to do the work only He can do. Yes, 
this process of sanctification can be painful at times, but the rough 
waters of life teach us that Christ is always faithful, always at work, 
and always working for our good and His glory. 

NEXT STEP—Pray: “Father in Heaven, thank You for the promise 
that every trial and difficulty we face in Your Name will receive a 
great reward. Thank You for making me safe and secure in Christ.”

DAY  4 3  —  P E RS EC U T E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Darryl One

I Choose To Be Persecuted
1 Timothy 3:12  /  1 Peter 3:14

 We’ve all probably read something about persecution. There 
are accounts galore in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, in any of the 
myriad of books about the Holocaust, and more recently in the 
news about the two recent Supreme Court nominations. However, 
there is an important difference between these examples of 
persecution and this Beatitude. The biblical form of persecution 
is “for the sake of righteousness”. How is “righteous” persecution 
different than the usual garden variety?   
 The difference is that biblical persecution comes from the 
world’s dislike to our living a Godly life and how that affects our 
thoughts, our opinions, and our actions. 2 Timothy 3:12 says, 
“Indeed, all who want to live in a godly way in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted”. For example, supporting a conservative viewpoint 
or a candidate for public office will invite scorn, ridicule, and even 
doxing. In today’s political climate, being an open Christian can 
result in disassociation and isolation, especially on social media.  
In some countries it can result in imprisonment or death.
 However, their rejection towards our righteousness is our  
blessing from God. 1 Peter 3:14 underlines the point of this 
Beatitude: “but even if you should suffer for the sake of 
righteousness, you are blessed”. 
 We will be persecuted as believers. Jesus guarantees it.  
However, we will be blessed by God. Persecuted by the world  
but blessed by the Creator of the Universe. I’d say that’s more 
than a fair exchange.

NEXT STEP—Have you experienced persecution for your faith? 
How does it compare to Christians in China or Afghanistan? Have 
you handled persecution in a way God would be happy? Pray: 
“Dear God, help me to be willing to endure persecution for You, 
and to handle any persecution that comes my way in a Godly 
manner.” 

DAY  4 4  —  P E RS EC U T E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Ryan Barr, Elder

Rejoicing In Our Suffering
1 Thessalonians 2:13-16

 I’m always amazed by the tremendous persecution that Paul 
suffered in his life—yet through it all, he remained firm in his faith 
and even rejoiced in his suffering! 
 How is it that this man, chained to a jailer while under house 
arrest, could keep such a perspective (Acts 28:30; Philippians 1:12; 
21-24)? 
 In 1 Thessalonians 2, Paul is writing to the church in 
Thessalonica and has some really amazing notes of wisdom  
in regard to persecution. In verse 13, Paul unpacks the root of 
it—that you must truly believe in God’s Word! Believing means 
receiving the gospel as God’s Word and allowing it to work 
powerfully in your life. 
 Note how the Apostle Paul calls out that the church received 
the Word not as words of men, but as what it really is, the powerful 
word of God, which performs its work in the lives of those who 
believe and trust in the Lord. What a great reminder for us to 
focus on the Word of God and His promises when we face trials, 
testings, and tribulations. God’s Word is a living and breathing 
gift from our Creator that provides all we need when facing 
persecution. 
 God has a purpose for all of the things that we go through 
in our life—including persecution. We can use Paul’s life as a 
great example to follow, regardless of the circumstances. Paul 
always stood firm in his faith and followed Christ. In the end, God 
triumphs over all, and those who remain in Him will enjoy eternity 
with Christ! What a gift!

NEXT STEP—When you face persecution and trials in your life, 
how can you focus firmly on the Word of God and His promises?  
Pray: “Father God, help me to stand firm in your Word and to run 
to you when I face persecution or trials in my life!”

DAY  4 5  —  P E RS EC U T E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT


