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MAT THE W 5:9

peacemakers

PEACEMAKERS

BLESSED ARE THE

FOR THEY

SHALL BE CALLED

SONS OF GOD.



Matthew 5:9
“Blessed are the peacemakers,  

for they shall be called sons of God.”

S E R M O N  N OT ES



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



 

1. Read Matthew 5:1-9; Proverbs 12:20; Matthew 5:21-26;  
Luke 6:35; Romans 14:16-20; Galatians 6:1-5.

2. How does being a peacemaker identify with the character  
of God?

3. What separates people in their relationships? What needs  
to happen for relationships to be mended and restored?

4. How can a third party be instrumental in the healing of  
broken relationships?

5. What example(s) do we have from Jesus as to His effort of 
mending a broken relationship (see John 13 & John 21). 

6. What steps would the Lord have us to take in our own lives  
in regards to examining our relationships?

DIS C U S SIO N  Q UEST IO N S



J O UR N A L



Contributed by Michael W.J. Kopulos, M.Div.

CARRYING FORTH THE ‘NAME’ OF GOD
 The children of God bear the Name of God. They not only 
claim the family inheritance, they fulfill the responsibility of 
faithfully representing God’s character. So when God says that 
the people of God “shall not take the name of God in vain” 
(Deuteronomy 5:11), He commands that they must live in the 
character of God. 
 Peacemaking lies at the core of God’s nature. Paul writes that 
“He himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and 
broke down the dividing wall” (Ephesians 2:14). Therefore, the 
sons of God go about the business of breaking down walls of 
division. 
 Consider these words of Paul to the Church at Rome:
 “If possible, as far as it depends on you, be at peace with  
 all people’ (Romans 12:18 NASB).
 This verse suggests a cognitive choice in peacemaking. 
More, Paul asserts that “the peace of God, which transcends all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
4:7). The peace of God results in living through Christ. Peace with 
others begins with peace with God.
 When we find rest and assurance of forgiveness, a calm 
consumes our souls and takes deep root in our hearts. Further, 
as we heed to the example of Paul, “the God of peace will be with 
[us]” (Philippians 4:9).

NEXT STEP—Pray: “O, God of Peace, consume me with the 
thought of peace with You to the extent that I faithfully bear Your 
Name and fulfill Your purpose in my life to make peace with 
others and fulfill Your Great Commission.”

DIG GIN G  D E E P E R



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Steve Carter

Be A Peacemaker
1 Samuel 25

 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
sons of God.” A peacemaker is one who can and will find a 
solution to a situation that may have serious consequences.  
 David and his men had been protecting the flocks of Nabal.  
When David asked for food for he and his men, Nabal scorned 
and disrespected David and turned him away. This enraged David 
to the point he was moving to destroy Nabal, bemoaning that he 
had ever protected Nabal. Abigail heard about Nabal’s actions 
and found a solution to a situation that could have destroyed her 
family and caused everlasting damage to David. The solution cost 
her what Nabal should have provided. Abigail showed wisdom 
and humility and went to meet with David and take responsibility 
when it belonged to Nabal. Her actions preserved she and 
her family. God honored Abigail, He dealt with Nabal and He 
prevented David from committing sin through revenge.  
 Ask yourself, how often have you intervened in a situation to 
help solve a problem that could have lasting negative results? As 
a police officer, my job was to intervene, even when the parties 
involved decided after calling for help did not want my help, I 
could not just walk away, I had to bring peace and find a solution. 
 I remember one situation involving a couple in a domestic 
dispute that took three responses to the same house on the same 
night, eventually ending after the couple demanded the arrest of 
the other person; a sad ending that resolved the situation for the 
night, with the husband asking me through tears how to get his 
wife out of jail as we traveled to jail. They were both released the 
next morning. I don’t recall having to return to that address again.  

NEXT STEP—The next time you see a situation that needs 
healing, humble yourself, accept responsibility, seek forgiveness 
and allow God to work and bring peace. Seek solutions that bring 
healing today. 

DAY  3 6  —  P E A C E M A K E RS



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Darryl One

Peace Through Humility
Romans 8:7; 12:20  /  James 4:1

 The history of the world has been one of constant conflict with 
bouts of peace. It’s a good bet that this has been the same in our 
own lives. Who hasn’t experienced conflict with friends, family, 
and acquaintances? How many of us have unresolved situations 
somewhere in our lives? Wouldn’t it be nice to have peace in 
these areas? Wouldn’t it be great to have an expert peacemaker 
to help us resolve all our conflicts?
 In the biggest picture, Jesus was the ultimate peacemaker 
because He bridged the gap between man and God. We were at 
war with God before we were given the gift of reconciliation with 
Him (Romans 8:7). “Christian” means literally “Christ-like” so as 
Christ was the ultimate peacemaker between God and man, so 
are we to also be peacemakers between each other.
 James asks in 4:1, “what causes quarrels and what causes 
fights among you?” We must first look to ourselves and see if 
we are the cause of conflict. We are responsible for our sin. It is 
not up to us to point out the sin of others. By being humble in 
acknowledging our sin, we can make peace. Acknowledge our 
part and be a servant. Romans 12:20 says “but if your enemy is 
hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink: for in so 
doing you will heap burning coals on his head”. Be humble before 
your enemy and you will change them for the good.
 “While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to 
have it even more fully in your heart!” (Francis of Assisi)

NEXT STEP—What things have you done recently to bring peace?  
How can you do more to bring peace into every situation in your 
life? Pray: “Dear God, help me to be a peacemaker in this world 
as You were for us. Use me to create a small piece of tranquility  
in the world.”

DAY  37  —  P E A C E M A K E RS



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Pastor Lonnie Skiles

Like Father, Like Son!
Galatians 6:1-4  /  James 5:19-20

 One of the characteristics that surfaces between a loving 
father and his son, is that there is a strong desire for the son to 
imitate the loving father. The son will try to shave like his daddy, 
dress like his daddy, even use some of the same favorite phrases 
like his daddy. 
 The Apostle Paul encourages us to imitate our Heavenly 
Father like little children (Ephesians 5:1). Jesus says, that when we 
become peacemakers, we will be called “sons of God” as we will 
be acting just like our Heavenly Father. 
 Our Heavenly Father is the great peacemaker. He has gone to 
great lengths to remove every barrier between us and Him. Even 
when we were the farthest away from Him, our Heavenly Father 
demonstrated His own great love for us by having Christ die for 
us, forever removing our condemnation (Romans 5:10). 
 It is with these thoughts in mind that the Apostle Paul 
encourages us bear one another’s burdens and fulfill the law 
of Christ (Galatians 6:2). And, we do so in love and tenderness, 
knowing that someday we ourselves may need someone to help 
us with burdens. The Apostle James suggests that there is a great 
blessing for those whom the Lord uses to turn another back to 
the Lord thus saving him/her from a multitude of sins that bring 
destruction to one’s life (James 4:20). 

NEXT STEP—Pray: “Father in Heaven, use me today to be a 
blessing and encouragement to another. Holy Spirit, help me to 
love others as Jesus has loved me. And, Lord Jesus, I pray for my 
friend and brother/sister who is struggling today. Help me to show 
Your love and grace such that they might be drawn back to You!”

DAY  3 8  —  P E A C E M A K E RS



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Rick Elliott

The Restoring Power Of God’s Peace
Isaiah 9:6; 53:5  /  Philippians 4:7  /  John 14:6

 It may surprise you that being a peacemaker is not just 
being a calming influence in the world full of conflict. It is also a 
very important spiritual issue. By the power of His love, Jesus 
took on our sin, so that we may be restored (have peace) with 
God (Isaiah 53:5). He also fills us with a peace that surpasses all 
understanding (Philippians 4:7). We needed peace with God to be 
restored to our relationship with God and come into His presence. 
Jesus, who is God’s only Son and the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), 
is the only one who could make this peace possible (John 14:6). 
 He also gives us the power to face our trials in peace. He 
does this so that others may find hope in Him and be restored. 
They see this peace in us, and they too seek His peace and, in 
this way, we become peacemakers in this world. 
 Once while I was being prepped for surgery, I had a nurse, 
who was taking my vitals at the time, say to me “I have never seen 
a patient so calm just before heart surgery”. What she saw was the 
peace of God in me. I thank God that He is in me and allows me to 
be a light for Him. 

NEXT STEP—I pray that each of us will choose to be a 
peacemaker, and help to restore the lost to God. I pray we will 
strive to be a light of hope in this angry and lost world filled with 
darkness.  

DAY  3 9  —  P E A C E M A K E RS



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Cheryl Schultz

Reflections Of Forgiveness
Mark 11:25  /  Matthew 6:15  /  James 5:16

 Most of us have experienced times when we are “at odds” 
with someone. It may be a friend, a spouse, a relative, or someone 
else. I remember a time when my sister-in-law and I did not see 
eye to eye. Unresolved, these differences brewed into a tangled 
mess that lasted seven years.  
 Full of bitterness, God gently reminded me to release the 
anger and hurt to Him. Over time I was able to pray that God 
would help my sister-in-law, that He would show her how much 
she was loved, and, that He would soften her heart. Eventually, my 
own heart softened, and I saw that God required me to forgive. 
This was not about her, but about me. Holding on to unforgiveness 
was damaging my relationship with my heavenly Father (Mark 
11:25). And if we do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will 
our Father forgive us our trespasses (Matthew 6:15).
 When I asked God to forgive me for the bitterness in my heart 
and I forgave my sister-in-law for hurting me, the healing process 
began.  
 Months later we saw each other at a family event where we 
talked for the first time in years. We confessed our sins to one 
another (James 5:16), embraced, and wept. It was like the walls 
of Jericho came crashing down! We experienced the miraculous 
love and power of God. Our relationship was not only reconciled, 
but stronger and closer than ever before. 

NEXT STEP—Have you ever felt the divide between you and 
another person was so great that nothing short of a miracle would 
ever bring the two of you together? God wants nothing to hinder 
our relationship with Him. Knowing how God has forgiven you, is 
there an area of bitterness or unforgiveness in your heart that you 
need to let go?

DAY  4 0  —  P E A C E M A K E RS



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT


