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MAT THE W 5:7

merciful

THE MERCIFUL

BLESSED ARE THE

FOR THEY SHALL

RECEIVE

MERCY.



Matthew 5:7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”

S E R M O N  N OT ES



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



 

1. Read Matthew 5:1-7; Psalm 18:24-26; 112:9; Proverbs 14:31;  
Isaiah 58:10; James 2:13-17.

2. Define mercy. How is mercy different from kindness,  
or are they the same? Explain.

3. React to this statement, “Mercy is not an emotion, but  
a reaction to a need.”

4. Why is mercy easier to express by some and not by others? 
What are some of the hindrances in living a life characterized 
by mercy?

5. How might extending forgiveness to an offender be an  
expression of mercy?

6. How is showing mercy a demonstration of the character  
of God?

DIS C U S SIO N  Q UEST IO N S



J O UR N A L



Contributed by Michael W.J. Kopulos, M.Div.

PASSING ALONG GOD’S MERCY
 Just as the Decalogue turns to matters of human relationships 
beginning in the fifth commandment, the Beatitudes follow suit in 
the next couplet (verses 7-8). This, like other teachings of Christ, 
infers an existential exchange. Kindness, mercy, forgiveness, and 
generosity play strong in Jesus’ ethical teachings. These qualities 
serve as an outgrowth of the life aligned with Kingdom purpose.
 Consider the nature of cause and effect. Since Jesus, in 
the beatitudes, contextually speaks to an oppressed people, it 
logically holds that they might prefer vengeance to mercy. But, 
vengeance belongs to the Lord (Deuteronomy 32:35), and so too, 
the administration of justice, for which His hearers hungered and 
thirsted (Matthew 5:6).
 To be clear, mercy originates with God, and no human can 
affect it on their own. As in the case of Nineveh, Jonah could 
not fathom mercy for the Ninevites, so he bemoaned God’s call 
for their repentance. But, God extends such a glorious mercy in 
forgiveness (Titus 3:5) that He calls believers to pass along mercy 
to others. Luke affirms this expectation:
 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36 NASB).
 If we ever fail, God grants us mercy, which inspires us to do 
the same. Extending mercy to us gladdens God’s heart. In kind, 
acting with compassion to others brightens our lives since “it is 
more blessed to give than receive” (Acts 20:35).
 In all, God gives to foster a generous spirit so that we will 
engage in His purpose and propagate the Gospel. 

NEXT STEP—Pray: “Lord, give me a tender heart toward the 
concerns of others. Nurture a spirit of mercy in me that extends 
the Kingdom for Your glory. May I daily live as a beacon of 
compassion.”

DIG GIN G  D E E P E R



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Michael Coats, Elder

God’s Mercies Are New Every Morning
Lamentations 3:22-23

 “Your mercies are new every morning, new every morning, 
Great is Your faithfulness.” These lyrics in Matt Redman’s song, 
“Mercies (New Every Morning)” echo the words of the prophet 
Jeremiah in Lamentations 3:22-23. “The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases; His mercies never come to an end: they are new 
every morning, great is Your faithfulness.” 
 I’m not typically an early riser, but recently on a trip to Bryce 
National Park, I got up before daybreak and went to the edge 
of the canyon with my son and son-in-law to watch the sun rise 
at Sunrise Point. The rising sun illuminated things that were not 
visible in the dark. The exposed roots of the Limber Pine trees 
show their resilience to the erosion and adverse conditions. 
The canyon came alive with brilliant colors as the sun lit up the 
hoodoos.   
 The dawn of a new day reminds me of the new life that I have 
in Jesus Christ. “Because of His mercy. He saved us through 
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).   
Each day is a new beginning and a new opportunity. The days 
of COVID-19 brought closures and cancellations. But, “in every 
season this I know, your goodness like the dawn will break again,” 
(Mercies, New Every Morning) 
 As the sun illuminates the dawning of each day, may we be 
reminded of God’s mercy.  

NEXT STEP—“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”  
(1 Peter 1:3).

DAY  2 6  —  T HE  ME RCIF UL



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Tyler Jackson

Social Distancing
Matthew 25:31-46  /  1 Kings 17

 Currently we are in the midst of a worldwide pandemic and 
I have found myself sick and am a few days quarantined until 
I receive my COVID-19 results back. It is quite strange…things 
become real once you are the one that is “infected.” My agenda 
has gone from breaking at the seams, to empty and slow. One of 
my main focuses for the next few days is: protecting others via 
wearing a mask, social distancing, washing my hands, etc. That 
has really had me thinking, why did I wait to be in a season of 
sickness to consider the lives of others?
 If I am being honest, caring for other people regardless if they 
are in a situation of need or not, has never been one of my strong 
suits. Sadly, I have always had that “fend for yourself” attitude. 
Due to this pandemic, I have learned many things in which I 
am flawed, and this was one of them. Thankfully, forgiveness is 
offered, and Christ desires us to continue to press on, striving 
to learn from our mistakes and glorify Him in the process. My 
challenge for you today is to consider those who may be in need. 
How can you spread the mercy of Jesus into their life right now? 
How can you continue to hold fast to a mercy-filled mindset like 
Christ’s?

NEXT STEP—Pray:
 “The Lord’s acts of mercy indeed do not end, 
 For His compassions do not fail. 
 They are new every morning; 
 Great is Your faithfulness.”
 Lamentations 3:22-24 NASB

DAY  27  —  T HE  ME RCIF UL



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Cheryse Skiles

Extending Mercy
Hebrews 4:15-16  /  Ephesians 5:1-2

 Growing up, my favorite Bible verses were Hebrews 4:15-16. 
I was humbled and found assurance in the fact that God not only 
knows about us from a knowledge standpoint but that He can 
sympathize with us. Our High Priest (Jesus) understands what it is 
to be human, to be hated, scorned, betrayed, and more. Friends, 
HE GETS IT! In His short life, Jesus didn’t just preach about mercy, 
He lived it out. He showed mercy to tax collectors (Matthew 9:9-
13), to the blind beggar (Luke 18:35-43), to the woman caught in 
adultery (John 8:1-11), and He showed mercy when He was beaten, 
berated and crucified for you and me.
 Ephesians 5:1-2 calls us to be imitators of God and walk in love 
as Christ loved us. One of the most practical ways we can do this 
is to show mercy to those around us. What does mercy look like? 
One of the more obvious answers is to forgive someone who has 
wronged us. However, mercy can also be holding back an “I told 
you so” or snide comment when your child or subordinate makes 
a poor decision you advised against.
 Mercy is recognizing your cynical friend as a wounded person 
and reaching out in love rather than avoiding them. Mercy is 
making time for a phone call from one of your cancer buddies 
who will talk for far too long, but you know that the phone call is 
a blessing to them. Mercy is offering a word of encouragement to 
the mom whose child is having an Oscar-worthy meltdown next to 
the butter section in the Whole Foods market (I was the recipient 
of that mercy six years ago and still remember it vividly). Mercy is 
extending friendship to the outcast. Mercy creates an atmosphere 
where others feel confident that they can approach you, even if 
they’ve done something wrong.

NEXT STEP—Take time today to ask God to reveal where in your 
life you may be withholding mercy and where and to whom you 
can extend mercy.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Dr. Jim Huckaba

What Goes Around, Comes Around
Matthew 5:7; 18:21-35

 We often have a sense of satisfaction when we see or hear of 
someone getting what they deserve, especially when that person 
has been involved in destroying themselves or others. But when 
Jesus says that the merciful will receive mercy, He injects an 
entirely different dynamic into the discussion. Fortunate, blessed 
and happy are those who show “mercy in action.”
 I say, “mercy in action” because in this passage both “merciful” 
and “they shall receive mercy” are forms of a verb. Mercy is not a 
“thing” but is an action from one to another. It would seem that if 
we “feel” mercy, but do not put it into action, it is not mercy at all.
 There are certainly ample opportunities to show mercy in 
our world today. Calamity visits itself nearly everywhere with 
destruction, hunger, homelessness and disease, to say nothing of 
the tragedy of one slipping into eternity without Jesus. We cannot 
only financially support acts of mercy in situations of hurricanes 
or tornadoes, we can actually go places and help. We cannot 
only give food to a food bank, we can actually help distribute the 
food, and so on. We can not only feel sorry for those who have 
had unfortunate emotional circumstances, we can go and offer 
comfort.
 And the reward? Jesus says that what goes around comes 
around. If you show mercy, you will receive mercy. This is 
especially true of God’s promise of final mercy shown in His 
promise of everlasting life. Receive Jesus as Lord of your life,  
obey his directive to help those who need mercy and pity, and  
be ready to be showered with God’s mercy.

NEXT STEP—Pray: “O God, our God, sharpen our eyes and ears 
to opportunities to show mercy and kindness those who need 
assistance and encouragement. Thank You for assuring us that 
the mercy we will be shown is far greater than that we show 
because it will ultimately come from YOU!”
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Pastor Scott Elliott

Believing The Best
1 Corinthians 13:7  /  Romans 12:2

 Have you ever been running late and trying hard to think 
about how you will explain your tardiness? It’s never really our 
fault, is it? By contrast, when someone else is late it’s always their 
fault. Sound familiar?
 I know I’ve been in many meetings in the morning where 
someone walks in late with a coffee and I’ve thought to myself, 
“They had time to stop for coffee? I guess that coffee was more 
important than this meeting.” And yet, we’ve probably all tried 
to squeeze in a coffee run and misjudged the length of the line. 
We are so quick to judge others, but seldom do we examine 
ourselves.
 Jesus invites us to a life of love and forgiveness. He invites us 
to see the best in others (1 Corinthians 13:7). Our minds are often 
a dark place full of judgement, suspicion and pride. Scripture calls 
us to renew our minds (Romans 12:2). I can’t wait for that renewal 
to be complete in heaven. In heaven we will all have perfect 
relationships. Never again will we look on someone else with any 
hint of suspicion or judgement. If we live our lives on earth like we 
are citizens of heaven, we will love others and view others as we 
view ourselves.

NEXT STEP—Do your best, the next time you begin to judge 
someone else’s actions, to catch yourself. View them with the 
best of intentions and treat them with kindness and love. Pray: 
“Gracious Lord, help me to see others the way You see them.  
Help me to believe the best and be slow to judge.”
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...
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