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MAT THE W 5:11-12

Rejoice & be glad

THE INSULTED

BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN PEOPLE

INSULT YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU,

AND FALSELY SAY ALL KINDS OF EVIL

AGAINST YOU BECAUSE OF ME.

FOR YOUR REWARD IN HEAVEN IS GREAT,

FOR IN THE SAME WAY THEY

PERSECUTED THE PROPHETS

WHO WERE BEFORE YOU.



Matthew 5:11-12
“Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you,  
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

S E R M O N  N OT ES



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



 

1. Read Matthew 5:1-12; Romans 8:14-17; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 
Titus 2:7-8; Hebrews 10:32-39; 1 Peter 1:3-9.

2. In your experience, what helps an athlete endure the rigors 
and discipline of preparation and eventual competition? 

3. What makes followers of Christ an object of disfavor and  
persecution? What sustains Christians in the midst of  
difficulties and persecution?

4. How ought we respond when we are falsely accused  
or slandered?

5. If following Christ results in persecution, loss of property, 
loved ones, and possibly one’s own life, how is it worthwhile  
to follow Christ?

6. What has helped you to persevere in your own relationship 
with Christ?

DIS C U S SIO N  Q UEST IO N S



J O UR N A L



Contributed by Michael W.J. Kopulos, M.Div.

JOY IN THE FACE OF DIFFICULTY AND SUFFERING
 This addendum to the other eight Beatitudes takes a personal 
turn with the pronoun, “you.” As well, the redundant admonition to 
rejoice and be glad points to the exceeding joy that accompanies 
those in Christ. 
 Moreover, the parallel call for rejoicing provides summative 
interpretive insight into the makarios (blessed ones). Based 
on Hebrew tradition, this word signals remarkable happiness, 
associated with prosperity and health derived from God.
 However, in this context, happiness transcends the worldly 
and defers to a heavenly reward. The blessing belongs to the 
eschatological fulfillment in the kingdom of heaven. It looks to a 
future hope that parallels the expectation of the prophets (verse 
12). To this, James asserts more wisdom:
 “Consider it all joy...when you face various trials, knowing  
 that the testing of your faith produces endurance...so that  
 you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing”  
 (James 1:2-4  NASB).
 In summary, persecution produces endurance, a sustaining 
faith unto the end. Here, endurance completes the work of Christ, 
making believers mature and lacking in nothing. God, ultimately, 
perfects His children, wanting them “to have it all.” 
 Note the causal relationship, “because of me.” As we bear 
the name of Christ, we will face trials. But, just as a photographer 
mounts the correct lens for the task, we, as students of the Bible 
and followers of Christ, need to apply to our circumstance the lens 
of God’s wisdom: Count it all joy since God counts you blessed.

NEXT STEP—Pray: “God help me to perceive my present 
circumstance in view of Your redemptive plan. May joy abound 
in me every day as I look not at what You are doing in my life so 
much as to what You are doing in me.”

DIG GIN G  D E E P E R



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Pamela Bowman

Showing Off Jesus
Matthew 5:11-12  /  John 15:18-21

 I was coaching a group of 13 and 14-year-old girls’ basketball 
and we had a game against a local high school. Before every 
game, we have devotions and I remind our players that we have 
“Christian” on our uniform, so I expect them to act in a manner that 
upholds the name of Christ.  
 My girls played very well and the score showed it. Just before 
halftime, a girl on the opposing team started taunting and bad 
mouthing Christ to one of my players. My player was in tears 
as she came off the court. We went into the locker room and I 
asked the girls, “How should we react to this hatred from the 
other team?” The girls gave some decent answers, but then I took 
them to this passage in Matthew 5:11-12: “Blessed are you when 
people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you." 
 Wear your uniform as an honor, go out there this second half, 
and love on those girls from the other team. Do not return evil for 
evil. That is what my team did and the other team did not know 
how to handle it. Praise God, those girls were Jesus to the other 
team that day. They were prophets.   
 But who is a prophet? “In the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:12b) A prophet is just 
someone who speaks God’s word. We are all called to speak 
God’s word to our world. We literally have the words of God in  
our Bibles. 

NEXT STEP—How well do you know God’s Word? Do you hunger 
for it? Are you “diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth?” (2 Timothy 2:15). 

DAY  4 6  —  IN S ULT E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Pastor Gordon Rumble

Making Heaven Our Aim
Psalm 107

 Heaven is real! The angels are real, and they are our friends! 
Jesus loves his Bride! God is there on His throne! And our 
departure for Home and Heaven is a sacred and treasured 
moment for all believers, of all the ages!
 The Bible says that “Precious in the sight of the Lord are the 
death of His saints.” (Psalm 116:15)
 Yet, allow me to tweak the title of this devotion just a little, in 
this sense. Let us say that Heaven is not our just our “Aim,” but 
heaven is our Prize!
 Paul says to the Philippian church in Philippians 3:14, “I press 
toward the MARK, for the PRIZE...of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.”
 Years ago, we had a “Bow and Arrow” day at Roland Millers 
on Hatch Road. Many of us cousins brought our “bows” to shoot at 
the targets that Roland and Dennis had set up. We had “recurves,” 
“compounds,” and the “longbows”!
 There was one thing that everyone wanted! The PRIZE for the 
Best Archer! Yet, I noticed that no one ever shot at the PRIZE that 
day! Not once! No, everyone shot at the MARK (target), for the 
PRIZE!
 We, too, in this life are not aiming at the PRIZE! The prize, 
Heaven, is a promised reality to all that believe in Christ Jesus! 
Pressing and shooting at the MARK is our life that we are living for 
Him! We are to be the Lights of the world and the Salt of the earth! 
And as we glorify Him in these bodies….we have the Promise of 
the Prize to come, HEAVEN! 

NEXT STEP—The Lord, too, desires that we give it our “ALL” as we 
live for Him! Heaven awaits!

DAY  47  —  IN S ULT E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Dr. James Huckaba

Just In Case You Missed It
Daniel 3, 6  /  Acts 4-5

 Reading the Beatitudes is generally pretty comforting.  
Mourners are comforted. The poor in spirit are offered the  
Kingdom. The meek get to inherit the earth. The pure in heart  
see God. Great! Nice! Fun! Blessed are the persecuted. Hold it! 
Wait just a minute! Persecution? I’m not sure that sounds so good.
 Every day, Christians face discrimination, judgment, ridicule 
and suffering for their faith. Maybe you’ve experienced it 
yourself. If not openly, then perhaps it is implied. Christians have 
experienced external pressure to minimize, downplay or even 
deny our faith in threatening situations. In various places and 
times people were (and are) arrested, imprisoned, beaten and 
killed for their faith. Although it is much less likely that we in the 
west will experience violence or oppression, the looming faces of 
totalitarianism in our times make it more and more a possibility. 
 Persecution has been part of the story of God’s faithful people 
throughout the Bible. God wants us to remember His promises 
and remain faithful in persecution, so much so that persecution 
gets TWO beatitudes, not just one.
 So in Matthew 5:10, Jesus commends those persecuted 
for doing what is right in God’s eyes and promises them the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And in case you miss it the first time, Jesus 
embellishes it in verse 11-12 by saying “rejoice and be exceedingly 
glad for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 So whenever you experience persecution and to whatever 
degree, remember God’s promised reward—the kingdom of 
heaven where you will have joy and everlasting life.

NEXT STEP—Pray: “O Lord, please prepare us with conviction,  
resolve and strength to endure any kind of persecution that 
comes our way that we may stand fast for our faith. Amen.”

DAY  4 8  —  IN S ULT E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Tyler Jackson

The Joy of Suffering
Matthew 26:36-46  /  2 Corinthians 12:7-10

 During seasons of suffering I often find myself asking a 
question such as this, “Why do things always go wrong when I 
give my undivided attention to following Christ?” Many would 
consider (myself included) that when life goes wrong, that is a bad 
thing and when life goes well, it is a good thing. In some seasons 
that is true. But for the most part, it is a corrupt view on how God 
works. Our vision can often be skewed as sinful people and we 
must take all thoughts captive as we consider what is Biblical  
(2 Corinthians 10:5).
 Today’s readings are phenomenal, they are constantly in  
my rotation and especially included in situations like I considered 
in the paragraph above. Paul was given a thorn in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to keep him from being conceited and 
exalting himself (2 Corinthians 12:27). Here we see God using 
Satan to inevitably defeat the power of Satan. The Lord used 
something that could be considered evil to bring about humility  
for Paul. 
 The Lord’s grace is sufficient, His power is made perfect in 
weakness! Living in the Lord’s grace, accepting that the times 
of suffering is allowing the Lord to continue to transform us in a 
unique way into what He has always desired for each of us.

NEXT STEP—Pray: “Consider it all joy, my brothers and sisters, 
when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of  
your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its  
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking  
in nothing” (James 1:2-4).

DAY  4 9  —  IN S ULT E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT



Contributed by Nancy Skiles

She Smiled At Her Torturer
Matthew 10:19  /  Romans 8:17

 There once was a girl in Russia named Liuba who had been 
arrested for being a Christian. She endured many beatings. She 
was put into solitary confinement and was given very little food. 
Even so, she would not deny her faith or tell the names of other 
Christians that she knew. One day, she thought she could take it 
no longer. She decided that she was going to tell the man who 
had continued to beat her that he was a criminal and had no right 
to abuse her so terribly. But when he came in, she saw him in a 
whole different light. She saw that he was just as tired of beating 
her as she was of being beaten. It was as if the Lord said to her, 
“He is a lot like you. You are both caught in the drama of life. 
Stalin had killed many Christians, but he had also killed many of 
his officers.” As the guard began to raise his whip to beat her, she 
looked up at him and smiled. The guard was shocked! He asked 
her why she was smiling. She replied that she had begun seeing 
him through different eyes. She noticed that he was about the 
same age as her and knew that he was once a beautiful child 
who, given different circumstances, might have been a friend and 
they may have even played together! Her torturer had no words. 
He, too, was seeing her in a different light. He left her cell that 
night, a changed man.1

 What makes a person persevere in the midst of persecution?  
Jesus set an example for us. Hebrews 12:2 says, “For the joy set 
before him, He endured the cross, scorning its shame…”. Paul also 
anticipated the joy in Philippians 3:13-14, “Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus”.

NEXT STEP—Pray: “Lord, help us to anticipate the joy that awaits 
us as we persevere through the trials you send our way.”

   1 Jesus Freaks: Martyrs, p. 144 Kindle Edition

DAY  5 0  —  IN S ULT E D



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L ECT


